Prayers for Christ Church Groups

Silence

Jesus said: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, |
am there among them.”

Confession of Sin

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of

Almighty God, let us be silent, and with penitent and
obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence is kept
Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your wiill,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Canticles

One of the following canticles is said or sung in unison

Gloria in Excelsis
A Song of God'’s Glory

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Phos Hilaron
A Song of the Light

O gracious Light,

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,

and our eyes behold the vesper light,

we sing your praises, O God:

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy
voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds. Amen.

Te Deum Laudamus
A Song of the Church

We praise you, O God,

we acclaim you as the Lord;

all creation worships you,

the Father everlasting.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,

the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,

your true and only Son, worthy of all praise,

the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the King of glory,

the eternal Son of the Father.

When you took our flesh to set us free

you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.

You overcame the sting of death

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.

We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,

bought with the price of your own blood,

and bring us with your saints

to glory everlasting. Amen.
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Psalms

The Psalms, beginning on p. 585 of the Book of Common Prayer, are appointed for

morning and evening each day of the month. For example, above Psalm 1 you will see
“First Day: Morning Prayer.” The Psalms are to be prayed antiphonally through the odd

and even verses, and each Psalm concludes with:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostle’s Creed

Let us confess our faith together.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended to the dead.

The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.

From there he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen. +

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

As our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers or thanksgivings may be offered for the needs of the day and the church,
community, city, and world.

Each prayer is ended with “Through Jesus Christ our Lord,”
and all say “Amen.”

The St. Francis Prayer

After the discussion, the meeting is concluded with the following prayer:

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is discord, union;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as

to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Conclusion

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all.
Amen.
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